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Animal husbandry

Quick reference cards
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Is there husbandry guidelines for each species ?  

Trying to have an all-encompassing guideline which relates to the 
intricacies of all species would be difficult and is the reason that 

institutions make use of Husbandry Guidelines or Care Manuals.  
There are some international and national standards for the 

husbandry of marine mammals which are also relevant. Some of 

these are legislative, either to organisations or in some cases to 
governing authorities. There are also some popularly accepted 

publications which are used for reference. Some facilities 

internationally have also put together their own in-house 
standards and procedure manuals.
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Physiological, biological, psychological and social needs. 
The term Husbandry refers to the appropriate care of the 

physiological, biological, psychological, and social needs of an 

animal and relates directly to how well these needs are met. The 
appropriate care of an animal can be assessed by noting the 

degree to which the animal successfully manages challenges to 
each of these factors. (D. Moss)

What is
Husbandry ?



Species specific husbandry practices are as diverse as the species 

which they relate to and can range within the entire animal 

kingdom from avian, reptilian, fish, insect to terrestrial mammals 
from bats to elephants and in aquatic mammals from otters to 

killer whales.
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≠ ≠

Some basic animal needs : food, water, enrichment and medical 
care. 

In captivity, it is our duty to cater for them.



As an animal carer, you and your team are required to 

create or obtain appropriate husbandry guidelines and 
protocols to secure your facilities legal requirements.
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Importance of
Husbandry manuals

Animal Care Manuals are taxon-specific 
dynamic documents that provide a 

compilation of animal care and management 

knowledge (husbandry) that is based on the 
current science, practice, and technology of 

animal management to advance excellence in 
animal care and welfare.
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Different species 

have different 

needs, described in 
husbandry 

manuals.

If no husbandry manuals are 

available, ask colleagues or do 

some research to gather 
information.
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Animal needs : 
abiotic environmental variables 1

Different methods 
can be used to 

protect animals from 

harsh weather 
conditions.

Identify acceptable temperature 

range (thermal maximum and 
minimum) and optimum 

temperatures (thermal neutral 
zone), consider daily and/or 

seasonal variation that the taxon 

would encounter in the wild.





winter

summer

Some animals need 

water at certain times 

of the year, others 
need it permanently, 

but keep in mind that 
each species is 

different !

nocturnal diurnal

Some animals need cover during the day, others need as much sun 

as possible.

Enclosure size varies with species 

type.
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Which substrate for this animal ?
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?

!
Depending on the animal's 

behaviour, it can destroy part 

of its enclosure : be sure to 
protect both the animal and its 

surroundings !
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pH
Tº

Gh

Water has a range of 

parameters that need to 
be monitored and if 

needed altered to fit the 
species living inside.

Make sure the food and water bowls are cleaned and water is 

replaced on a regular basis.
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Animal needs :
Biotic environmental variables 1

Only use safe animal cleaning products that are provided by your 
facility.

?
Identify appropriate containers, feeding locations and protocols for 

the provision of food and water.
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Certain species need to be kept in 
groups while others can live alone.

Routine care, such 

as feeding, should 
not be stressful for 

the animal.
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Freedom from thermal and
physical discomfort - uneasiness
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Don't teach visitors to disturb/feed/approach wild animals ! It can 
be dangerous for both them and the animals.

Don't change your 

habits or 
equipment when 

taking care of 
your animals. 

Stress levels will 

rise if you do so.
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An animal's diet is very 

important. Mis-prepared food 

and poor hygiene can lead to 
health issues.

Ask the vet for help if 

needed when your animals 
are sick or injured.

As with the husbandry requirement for animals, the specific needs 

of animals also vary a great deal from species to species.
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recommandations from the
PAAZATM code of ethics & welfare
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Take some time to observe 

your animals and notice 
their behaviour. It will help 

you manage your animals.

As a marine mammal, a killer whale requires amongst other needs 

a specific type a salt water, fish for food and a large enough bassin 
to perform natural behaviours.
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Enough space must be 

provided for each species 

according to their physical 
and social needs. This is 

not an enclosure for an 
elephant !

?
?
?

Animals are great at learning, so appropriate psychological care 
must be taken when looking after them. Always be aware of the 

:ve freedoms and :ve domains through ful:lling behavioural needs 

(example : Elephants are pregnant for 2 years whereas humans are 

only 9 months - our needs are different to theirs).    

Abiotic (not alive) and Biotic (Alive) variables count in all exhibit 
management!  Care for how they affect your animals count, know 

the difference. Biotic variables are also critical as they can 

introduce illness and disease through food, soil, water etc.  

Presentation and scheduling (routines) can affect your animal’s 

behaviour.


